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2. Why was the Case Study Site selected?

The case study was selected because the river Exe is a major West country river, which tra
diverse geology and landscape, including high uplands, deep valleys, more open landsq
central Devon, townand cities including Tiverton and Exeter, to emerge as the important es
on the south coast of Devon. The highly varied topography, together with substantial
volumes running from streams and rivers feeding the Exe, together with the fact thstt ghthis
region was visited and painted by artists since 1800, therefore, provides a good example illus
the potential for art to inform us of river change and management over time.

3. Summary of the Geology, Fluvial Geomorphology and Processes

The River Exe rises at Exe Head near the village of Simonsbath on Exmoor in Somerset, 8 K
from the Bristol Channel coast, from which it flows more or less directly south across [
Extending for a length of 96 kilometres, the Exe reachesé¢heas a substantial ria, the Exe Estu
on the English Channel coast. The Exe flows through a varied landscape, which is compos¢
of sandstones, mudstones and limestones of the Devonian, Carboniferous and Permian R
The source of the Exies within a heather covered upland plateau, flowing through deeply ing
valleys on its route southwards, before following a deep wooded valley past the small to
Bampton, and through richly wooded and fertile valleys to the ancient town of Bivewhere its
flows are swelled by the waters of the river Loman.

Six kilometres south of Tiverton it reaches Bickleigh Bridge, beyond which the Exe is enla|
the flows from the river Culm, the largest of all its tributaries. At Cowley Bridgen3étites to the
north of Exeter, the river is joined by the river Creedy, which flows from the neegt. From this
point the relatively clear waters of the river are tinged with the reddish colour from the Devo
through which the river flows along ighsection.
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The Exe then passes through the city of Exeter, which has enjoyed a long history as a flo
port, and, where, over time, the route of the river has been significantly altered and channel
a result of historical trading disputes;ishincluded the cutting of a canal to Topsham as earl
1564. The historical obstruction of the natural waterway near Topsham by the Countess of
prevented any shipping traffic proceeding beyond Countess Weir at Topsham, 7 kilometres
Exeter.

Near Topsham the Exe is joined by the river Clyst, and just below the confluence the Exe ¢
until it is more than 1.5 kilometres in width. Close to the mouth of the estuary the impo
seaside town of Exmouth is located. Tides on the riveriauigell at Exeter, 2 kilometres upstreal
of Countess Weir. At low tide, extensive mudflats are exposed in the estuary and these
important habitat for wading birds.

4. How can the Art Imagery inform us of river change?

On account of the importance of the river Exe flowing through historic upland and A@tiated
villages and towns, as well as through the capital, Exeter, this scenic river with its many |
bridges and dramatic fagtowing tributaries, has providematerial for topographical artists sing
the 1800s. Many of these artworks appeared in topographical books written about the C
includingPicturesque Views of the River EWavell,1819). A detailed illustrated account of th
river is also inclueld inDevonshire and Cornwall lllustrategt Thomas Allom and William Bartle
in 1832 (Allom & Bartlett, 183p

Later, more topographical books on Devon, published in the early twentieth century, include
plate illustrations reproduced from origal watercolours, and these provide a chronology of ri
change through into the twentieth century, which can be readily compared with predmnviews
(Northcote & Widgery, 1923 The extent of change, or lack of it, is illustrated in the examplg
the following pages.
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Figure 22: The River Exg
winds its way
southwards towards
Tiverton in this agquatint
engraving by Havell ang
Lewis (1819) from their
Picturesque Views of the

River Exe

Figure 23 (middle): A
further aquatint by
Havell and Lewis (1819
showing the Exe at
Bickleigh Bridge within
its pastoral landscape.
The volume of water
running off the high
ground to the north can
result in flooding here,
for example, in October
2021¢ seeFigure 24
(below).
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Images.
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Figures 5 and 26 show the River Exe at Tiverton in 1819 and in 1831 respectively. In the view above by Ha
(above) the river follows its natural course through the vale adjacent to the church; the location has started to bg
more developed below, with properties dioth sides of the river and the provision of a footbridge.

49



