5.14. River Severn
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2. Why was the Case Study Site selected?

This study site was chosen because the Severn passes through a range of typically
landscapes, which exhibit a range of interesting geomorphological features. Along its cou
Severn is lined by historic towns and villages, a number of whigé haen prone to significar|
flooding events, an ongoing problem. The Severn has a rich cultural heritage and has alg
well-illustrated since the early nineteenth century, allowing comparison to be made of chg
occurring along its length of thever over 200 years.

3. Summary of the Geology, Fluvial Geomorphology and Processes

¢tKS {SOSNyQa o0SRNRO] 3IS2f23e& O2yaraita fI
of shales, mudstones and sandstones. Along the southern part of uise;oit passes ove
mudstones and siltstones of the Triassic Period.

The Severn, with its 11,000 sg. km. drainage basin area, and its numerous tributaries, has
from historic flooding problems through the length of this case study, and thessspdoday,
although strenuous efforts are being made to reduce the impacts on people and property. Th
becomes tidal at Maisemore, just to the north of Gloucester. The tidal river downstream
Gloucester is sometimes referred to as the Sevestudty, but the river is usually considered
become the estuary after the second Severn Crossing, near Severn Beach, south Glouce
(http://www.severnestuary.netsep).

4. How can the Art Imagery inform us of river change?

The images that illustrate this case study report extend from 1797 to the present day. Thg¢
AYIF3S& FTNRY ({Touvaiabd Sevedidldnd, y7RMare picturesque lithograghand
some lack detail, but they give a general indication of the nature of the river during that pf
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http://www.severnestuary.net/sep/

hyte I ayvlrft aStSOGA2y 2F LNBflFIyRQa AYIl 3§
in the two-volume original publication.

The arly twentieth century images by Harold Sutton Palmer and the postcard artist Alfred R
Quinton, who painted particularly between 1900 and 1920 on the Severn and the Wye, p
detailed records of riverside towns, the physical nature of the river, andome cases, the exte
of riverbank defences. With the preseday photographs, which endeavour to try and replic
the locations of the earlier artworks, collectively these provide a sequence of change, or |
change, through the course of thever. Many more images of the Severn exist on
WatercolourWorld and ArtUK websites, and can be easily accessed, as explained in the fq
OK I LOGYSIND. &4& A & Q

Figures 14.1 (above) and 14.2 (beloghows two views of Shrewsbury and the Severisamuel Ireland, who made g
tour of the whole length of the river from its source to the Severn Estuary. His numerous lithograph plates, su
these, are from hi®icturesque Views of the Sevéimeland, 1797). Although general topographical views, they d

provide early insight to the character of the Severn at that time.
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Figure 14.3(aboved K2 g6 a4 L NBf I yYRQa @GASg 27T ( KifleiF17972 T bahkNd tife rive
remain undefended at this point today, as showrFigure 14.4 below

Qourtesy: Christine Matthews/Creative Commons Licence.
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Figure 14.5(aboved K2 ga { I YdzSt LNBftIlIyRQa mTtptr @GASg 2F . NAR
banks of the Severn, Bridgnorth was a favoured subject for artists, both within its setting of the river valley and g
busy waterfront, as illustrated iSNJ 9 Rg | NR W2 Ky t 2 & y SByBaverrBideyrigured 4. euB816w.

Image: Wikimedia Commons.
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Figures 14.7 (above) and 14.8 (belpare two fine watercolours of Bridgnorth by Harold Sutton Palmer, ¢.1908, &

Alfred Heaton Cooper,aimn  NB & LISOiG A @St & o {dzidi2y tlIfYSNRa OAS4

aSidGAy3 (GKS NAGOSNI Ft26Ay3d GKNRAdAK GKS o681 dzii A Fdf |
insight of the river, town bridge and unmiected riverbanks.

CA3dzNB mnoy [/ 2dzNISaey {FfY2yQao
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Figure 14.9 (aboveghows a further view of picturesque
Bridgnorth by Quinton (c.1910) with the houses lining th
waterfront, which is undefended as in the presetgy view
in Figure 14.101éft). Figure 14.11 (blow) shows a close
view of the town from the river and compes with
vdZAyli2yQad OAS¢ Ay CAIdzNJ

Qourtesy: Figure 14.8{ I £t Y2y Qa T ¢O©MAiheiNJ
Randle/Creative Commons Licence; Figure 14.11
Commons Wikimedia/Gnesener1900.
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Figures 14.124.14 show the town of
Stourport on tke Severn with its
elegant bridge. This was replaced
since Ireland made his view (top) in
MT QT @ vdZAy 2y Qa
shows the handsome bridge that
allowed improved navigation.

Like most Severnide towns, the river
at Stourport has burst itbanks
causing extensive flooding, as in 202
(bottom).

Qourtesy: Figure 14.13 (centre)
{FfY2yQa T4 (iompeNEL..
Chadwick/Geograph Images.




Figures 14.15 and 14.1hows views of the city of Worcester, dominated by its magnificent cathedral. In 1920,
Quinton painted the cathedral from the river (top). The presday waterfront can be seen (below). The city
experienced flooding in both 2020 and 2022.

Courtesy: Figure 14.18{ | f Y 2 y Q & T ¢ RbiipTHa#Md Craativeb@ommons Licence.
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